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DECOR CHIC

THE TURBINE HOTEL IS AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE of trepreneurial
industriousness and cre
powerstatior

ground - is now residence to 3 unique 24-room boutique hotel

he structure has a history colourfully befi-

cegistered status. Begun s atimber process
g fes William
Thesen, it commands asite on Thesen Island, an intriguing

environmental spiderweb of 19 man-made slands lying on

a Lagoon,criscrossed by tidal watersays and

es. Wood waste from the mill was burnt o drive the
powerstation turbines wh
‘generated electricity for both Knysna and Plettenberg Bay
 iteas an operation that asted right up until the mid 19705,
The powerstation, builtin sections at the start of the First
World War and housing machinery thatis close to 100 years old
officially ceased operation in 2001, when it was deemed as havingan
adverse effect on the surrounding
The visionary developer - a team, actually - is Geoff Engel of Next
Leisure Group, and his partner, Dandre Lerm, the owners of the much-loved
Dullstroom treasure, Walkersons. We were immediately drawn to the ste’s
historical charm and firmly beleved others would respond to this oo, says

Geoff. The task of converting the structure - essentilly just  shellwith lad

Hospitality and history set a dynamic
encounter on The Garden Route

STORY NATALIE BORUVKA
MAN PHOTO © TURBINE HOTEL
DECOR PHOTOS ANGIE LAZARO

ders connecting the different levels  into a consolidted, functional space
centred around the preservation of the primary industrial components of the
power station, befell Mike Louw of CMAI Architects. A concurrent clean-up.
that Geoffattributes with proportions of an incomprehensible nature'was
undertaken with the help of former Thesen factory employees to salvage
original pieces of equipment for se inthe interior. Though the heritage
requirements stipulated the retention of only one turbine and one boiler, we
were intent on including as much of the ol equipment as possibl

What el s 0 resin e of rightlypined mchanical innards,
forming an integral partof the industrial aesthetics, while simultan
il oo eiade o ) S i e
visiting guests. This mechanical lineage i played to its most dramatic effect
inthe glass-enclosed, sky-lit courtyard housing the cafe-styl restaurant and
reception area where three massive turbines dominate.

time friends and colleagues of Geof, Laurence Brick and Joy Rea of

Loads of Living, materialised an interior briefthat called for eclectic luxury.
‘The intention of maintaining consistent historica reference throughout was
happily aided by old books,ledgers,dials, knobs, signage and various other
interesting artefacts collected during the clearingup process. Such was Joy's
enthusiasm and commitment thatshe spent two weeks in Knysna carrying
outa thorough investigation of the island and the power station, an undertak-
ing instigating charmingattention to detal and enhancing the hotel's unique,
localised signatare. Cushions featuring archive photographs of historical
Kaysna and upholstery fbrics have been custom-printed with Knysna's
famed loeries and seahorses

‘The rooms are the realtreat. Each of the Turbine's suites and ive
have been individually named and decorated with either the natural environ-
ment or the history of Knysna in mind. The gentle turquoise blue and greens
of the Lagoon Wing conjure up images of swaying sea grass, while the top
level honeymoon Oyster Suite i a shimmering patin of mother-of pear,
taupe and slver. Paying tribute o the tradition ofsailing,the Regatta Wing s
decked outin wide stripes of alternating red or duckegg blue and white with

INSET ABOVE Seattered throughout the hotel in whimsical s
areliterally hundreds of pressure gauges, with the
that the whole placeis
very opy

vle

scatter cushions depicting images of old schooners,flags, maps and yachting

Eybeles tackle. Every room contains ateast two or three historical photographs of the
nbued with a sense of relaxa

inal function.

ion - the

buildingat some stage of it operation,cither a a timber processing plant ora

te of ts orig powertatin. Itha been a abouroflove creating this ving maseu, secur

ing s fascinating history and industrial integrity in an exciting contemporary
setting saysJoy. T8

The Turbine at Thesen
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rtable, mascuine feel,

Cafe restaurant. LEFT All the pipe:
their con
our chart above. As the pipes are 8uch
the rest of the decor had to be carefully considéred.
eeow In  pipes had to be
allowance for head he;gl’vl The Hotel is filed with a curious
assortment of eclectic objets. This old bicycle was ina
shop on the Garden Foute. - \"?M

THiS PAGE The double-volume entrance inspired the ‘art gallery’
approach, which owner Geoff Engel and good friend Joy Rea use to
promote up-and-coming South African artists. All the art in the

common areas of the hotel s for sale and, consequently, changes
regularly. Thick glass panes set into the entrance foyer floor reveal
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THIS PAGE Two suites have glass-encased
bathroom balconies that incorporate spe-
cially-designed blinds rolling up from below
for guests to adjust the height for privacy.
Underscoring the heritage fecl, spaces are:
‘peppered with Period French chairs and
given a modern take with contemporary
fabrics. Many of the scatter cushions have
been made-up in fabrics custom-printed
by the Design Team fabrics. Striking walls
feature fabrics that have been fab-coated
and applied as wallpaper. The ‘stump’ side
table is from One Good Turn and the silver
Tamp from Afri i
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There are great pieces throughout the hotel that, =
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(Notfor sale)
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